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Ten-Year Plan for GME Expansion ~ SUPPORT  
The Idaho State Board of Education has developed a ten-year GME expansion plan for Idaho. At full 
build-out, the plan increases the number of GME programs in Idaho from nine to 21, and increases the 
number of Idaho medical residents from 141 to 356. Implementation of the first year of the expansion plan 
includes a $5.239M state funding request to the Joint Appropriations & Finance Committee (JFAC).  
 
IMA is working hard to make the case to legislators that full funding of the plan is absolutely necessary to 
make a meaningful step forward in growing our physician workforce. In addition, due to the economic 
impact data presented above, there is a substantial return on investment from appropriating state dollars 
to residency training programs.  
 

Status: Budget hearings are underway for state agencies. IMA lobby team members are 
reaching out to legislators on JFAC, plus the Health and Education Committees. 

 
State Match for Rural Physician Incentive Program (RPIP) ~ SUPPORT 
Idaho’s RPIP offers debt repayment for rural physicians who practice primary care medicine in an Idaho 
federally-designated health professional shortage area (HPSA) that demonstrates a need for assistance 
in physician recruitment. The program includes family medicine, general internal medicine and general 
pediatrics and, in high levels of need, OB/GYN, psychiatry, general surgery and emergency medicine. 
RPIP awards are limited to a maximum of $100,000 payable over a four-year period.  Currently, RPIP is 

PHYSICIANS HELP IDAHO IN MORE WAYS THAN CARING FOR PATIENTS 

Legislators sometimes think of physicians only in terms of providing health care, but the AMA has just 
released a new economic impact study that shows the importance of physicians to Idaho’s economy.  
When you talk to your legislators, remind them that physicians are leading economic drivers in their 
district and that investing in physicians pays off.  Here are some Idaho-specific numbers for Idaho’s 
2,738 active patient care physicians’ using four key economic indicators: 

• Jobs: Physicians support 33,179 jobs in Idaho–12.1 for each physician on average. 

• Economic activity: Physicians generate $5.2 billion in economic output, comprising 7.9 
percent of the Idaho economy. Each physician generates $1.9 million for the state economy 
on average. 

• Wages and benefits: Physicians contribute $2.5 billion in total wages and benefits paid to 
workers across Idaho, empowering a high-quality, sustainable workforce. Each physician 
contributes $900,894 to workers’ wages and benefits on average. 

• State and local tax revenue: Physicians’ contribution to the Idaho economy generates 
$168.6 million in state and local tax revenue for their communities–translating to $61,584 for 
each physician on average–enabling community investments to be made. 



one hundred percent funded by fees from Idaho WWAMI and University of Utah students with no funding 
from the state or other sources.  Due to the physician workforce shortages Idaho faces, IMA will be 
sponsoring legislation to seek state matching funds for the RPIP program to strengthen Idaho’s physician 
recruitment and retention efforts. 
 

Status: IMA participated in an informational hearing on RPIP in the Senate Health & Welfare 
Committee on January 18, and a similar hearing is scheduled in the House Health & Welfare 
Committee on January 23. IMA is in the process of drafting legislation for state matching funds.  

 
Closing the Coverage Gap ~ SUPPORT 
The Idaho Department of Insurance and the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare have introduced a 
dual waiver proposal to provide coverage options for people in the gap, and to lower rates for individual 
insurance plans. The 1332 waiver sponsored by DOI will allow approximately 35,000 uninsured Idahoans 
under 100% FPL to receive subsidies to purchase health plans on the state health insurance exchange. 
The 1115 waiver sponsored by DWH will allow approximately 3,000 patients with certain high-risk, high-
cost conditions to move from private insurance to Medicaid for the duration of their diseases. By moving 
these individuals away from the private market, it is estimated to lower insurance rates by 25%. 
 

Status: HB 338 was introduced this week; an informational hearing on the plan will take place on 
Wednesday, January 24. 

 
Idaho Board of Pharmacy Pharmacist Prescribing Protocols   
The legislature approved the rules drafted by the Idaho Board of Pharmacy for pharmacist prescribing.  
BOP is hosting a meeting to develop protocols to guide pharmacist prescribing practices and physicians 
are invited to participate.  The meeting is Wednesday, February 7, from 6:00-8:00 pm, at the Idaho Board 
of Pharmacy, 1199 Shoreline Lane, 3rd Floor.  Draft protocols can be found on the IMA website.  
 
HB 353:  Immunity for Physician Volunteers ~ SUPPORT 
IMA introduced legislation to provide additional immunity for physicians and other healthcare providers 
who volunteer at community screening events.  Currently, many physicians’ professional liability 
insurance does not cover them for volunteer screening events offsite from their regular practice.  To 
encourage more volunteerism, IMA is seeking limited immunity for volunteer activities. 
 

Status: HB 353 was introduced this week and will be up for a hearing in the House Health & 
Welfare Committee on Thursday, January 25.  
 

Balance Billing  
IMA is concerned that a legislator is planning to introduce legislation to ban or limit balance billing for out 
of network services. Department of Insurance Commissioner Dean Cameron convened a meeting on 
January 15 to discuss the draft bill and seek consensus from stakeholders. IMA participated in the 
meeting along with the Idaho Hospital Association, Idaho Association of Health Plans, and 
representatives from the major insurance companies. 
 
Various aspects of the bill were discussed, but the majority of the conversation centered on how to 
address out of network (OON) payments. IMA’s chief lobbyist Ken McClure repeatedly emphasized the 
need for a market-based index to be used to determine fair payment for OON services, not rates set by 
the insurers themselves. There were also comments expressing the need to minimize perverse incentives 
on the part of insurers and providers. At the conclusion of the meeting, agreement was reached to draft 
language to remove or revise the troubling parts of the original bill, and reconvene the group to assess a 
new draft. 
 

Status: The original bill is being reworked and a new draft is expected to be circulated next week. 
 
Prior Authorization Simplification ~ SUPPORT  
On January 5, IMA met with the Idaho Department of Insurance and the state’s insurers and other 
stakeholders to start a process to remove at least some of the burdens on physicians and patients from 
prior authorization processes.  A workgroup is being formed to work on consensus changes.  If the 
Department of Insurance discussions do not bear fruit, we will consider legislation.  
 

Status: A workgroup will begin working on simplification of prior authorization processes upon 
adjournment of the legislature.  

 
WEEKLY REPORTS ON LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY 



 
As always, the IMA will provide weekly electronic legislative reports during the session.  If you have 
questions or concerns on any of the issues discussed in our reports, please contact us.  We are always 
happy to provide context, additional information, or background on how IMA legislative policies are 
developed.   
 
If we don’t have your current email address you could miss out on important legislative news. If you would 
like to receive the reports, please send your current email address to membership@idmed.org or call us 
at (208) 344-7888. For more frequent legislative updates, follow the IMA on Facebook!  
 

SUPPORT IMPAC, THE IMA’s POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE! 
 
Idaho’s Primary Election is May 15, 2018. This early-year election is pivotal, as it is likely to determine 
Idaho’s next Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney General, and a majority of 
Legislators, as well as Idaho’s 1st Congressional District Representative. 
 
This is truly a watershed election that WILL change the face of politics in Idaho – either for the better or 
the worse. The IMA Political Action Committee (IMPAC) Board uses your contributions to support a 
variety of bi-partisan candidates based on the best interests of Idaho physicians and their patients. 
 
IMPAC NEEDS YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS NOW TO SUPPORT THE HOUSE OF MEDICINE IN IDAHO!  
  
Go here to donate:   
http://www.idmed.org/idaho/Idaho_Public/Membership/Idaho_Medical_Political_Action_Committee__IMP
AC_.aspx 


