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Idaho Rolls Back to Stage 2

On Nov. 13, Governor
Brad Little signed an
executive order
mobilizing the Idaho
National Guard to help
the pandemic response
in new ways, and he
signed a new statewide
public health order
rolling Idaho back into
a modified Stage 2 of
the Idaho Rebounds
plan.
Executive Order
2020-19 calls 100
troops to provide a
host of capabilities
where they are needed,
potentially including
mobile testing
support, medical facility decontamination, or
COVID-19 screenings,
in addition to ongoing
planning and logistics
support.

Under the new statewide Stage 2 public
health order:
• Gatherings of more
than 10 people are
prohibited. This does
not pertain to religious
or political expression.
Physical distancing is
required for all
gatherings.
• At-risk Idahoans
should self-isolate.
• All Idahoans are
encouraged to telework
whenever possible and
feasible with business
operations.
• Masks continue to be
required at long-term
care facilities.
• Bars, nightclubs, and
restaurants can operate with seating only.
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Welcome New Members

A warm welcome to these physicians who have recently joined IMA:
Samuel Beckstead, DO, Ophthalmology, Idaho Falls
Nathan Grimm, MD, Orthopedic Sports Medicine Surgery, Boise
Matthew Lidstrom, MD, Radiology, Diagnostic, Coeur d’Alene
Jeﬀrey Stevens, MD, Ophthalmology, Twin Falls

CPT Codes for COVID-19 Vaccines Released
Working closely with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the CPT Editorial Panel has
just approved a unique CPT code for each of two coronavirus vaccines as well as administration
codes unique to each such vaccine. The new CPT codes clinically distinguish each coronavirus
vaccine for better tracking, reporting and analysis that supports data-driven planning and
allocation. Importantly, these CPT codes are available prior to the public availability of the
vaccines to facilitate updating of health care electronic systems across the U.S.
For quick reference, the new Category I CPT code and descriptors are:
91300
Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) (Coronavirus disease [COVID-19])
vaccine, mRNA-LNP, spike protein, preservative free, 30 mcg/0.3mL dosage, diluent
reconstituted, for intramuscular use
91301
Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) (Coronavirus disease [COVID-19])
vaccine, mRNA-LNP, spike protein, preservative free, 100 mcg/0.5mL dosage, for intramuscular
use
In accordance with the new vaccine-specific product CPT codes, the CPT Editorial Panel has
worked with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) to create new vaccine
administration codes that are both distinct to each coronavirus vaccine and the specific dose
in the required schedule. This level of specificity is a first for vaccine CPT codes, but oﬀers the
ability to track each vaccine dose, even when the vaccine product is not reported (e.g. when the
vaccine may be given to the patient for free). These CPT codes report the actual work of
administering the vaccine, in addition to all necessary counseling provided to patients or
caregivers and updating the electronic record.
For more information about these new codes, visit the AMA website at bit.ly/VaccineCodes

In Preparation for COVID-19 Vaccine, HHS
Announces Partnership with Thousands of
Pharmacies Across U.S.
In an attempt to maximize access to COVID-19 vaccines for all Americans, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has announced the U.S. government’s partnerships
with large chain pharmacies and networks to oﬀer COVID-19 vaccines for free, once available.
Through the partnership with pharmacy chains, this program covers approximately 60 percent
of pharmacies throughout the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S.
Virgin Islands. These pharmacies include chains in Idaho including CVS, Walgreens, Albertsons,
Costco and Walmart. Although there are currently no vaccines recommended for use to the
public, HHS is setting up these partnerships in hopes of a vaccine by the end of the year.
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Call for Nominations! IMA Vice Speaker
Appointment and District Five Trustee
The position of Vice Speaker on the IMA Board of Trustees is up for appointment
Per IMA bylaws, when the Speaker of the House position was vacated this summer the Vice
Speaker, Dr. Daniel Reed, automatically assumed the position of Speaker of the House. The IMA
Board will appoint an individual to fill the remainder of the Vice Speaker two-year term, and the
position will be up for election again in October 2021. Any IMA active member may seek
appointment to this open position, and we encourage your involvement!
Service on the IMA Board of Trustees allows you to provide policy input and guidance to the
organization at the direction of the House of Delegates. The IMA Board meets four times per
year. If you are interested in serving on the IMA Board, please complete the Nomination Form at
bit.ly/ViceSpeaker and email it to rebecca@idmed.org or fax it to 208-344-7903 by November
30, 2020.
District Five Trustee position on the Idaho Medical Association Board of Trustees
This position is now up for election for a four-year term and for re-election in 2024. The District
Five Trustee represents all IMA physicians in Blaine, Camas, Cassia, Gooding, Jerome, Lincoln,
Minidoka, and Twin Falls Counties.
If you have any questions, please contact the IMA at 208-344-7888 or rebecca@idmed.org. If you
are interested in running for this position, please complete this survey: bit.ly/DistrictFiveTrustee
and your name will appear on the oﬃcial ballot to be sent electronically to all eligible voting
members of Mini Cassia, South Central & Wood River Medical Societies.

IMA Education Webinar Series
Staying Revenue Positive - Understanding Telehealth and Virtual Services During the Pandemic
(1 CEU) Wednesday, November 18, 2020, 12:15 – 1:15 pm (MT)
We are excited to announce that we have added a BRAND NEW IMA Education Series webinar
for you to take advantage of this year!
Register today to join IMA Reimbursement Consultant Jana Weis, DipCom, CPC, Principal, Gill
Compliance Solutions on November 18. Don’t miss this valuable and informative webinar! This
webinar will be presented via Zoom, dial-in instructions as well as any presentation materials
will be emailed to you the day before the webinar. A registration form is available at idmed.org.
Questions? Contact the IMA at 208-344-7888 or rebecca@idmed.org.
This program has received prior approval by the American Academy of Professional
Coders (AAPC) for one (1) continuing education credit. Granting of prior approval in no
way constitutes endorsement by AAPC of the program content or the program sponsor.
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IMA and Board of Medicine Statement on
Physician Notes for Mask Exemptions
It has come to the attention of the Idaho Medical Association (IMA) and Idaho Board of
Medicine (BOM) that some Idaho physicians and physician assistants are writing medical
exemption notes upon request from patients who do not want to obey mask
requirements. The IMA and BOM strongly urge physicians not to write these types of
notes. A patient who is too sick to wear a mask should not be in public with an acute
illness. The IMA and BOM advise physicians to resist philosophical objection requests for
medical notes to circumvent mask mandates.
IMA and BOM thank those of you who are doing your part in helping to fight against this
pandemic. Your actions and guidance to patients are critical to stopping the spread of
COVID-19. We must all remain vigilant and continue taking steps to mitigate the spread
of the virus to protect our Idaho communities. Widespread mask-wearing is a major step
forward to ensure our schools and businesses can remain open for in-person interaction
– this benefits children, families, workers and our economy.

FCC Provides $100M in Funding to
Support Telehealth
The Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC) Connected Care Pilot Program will
provide up to $100 million from the Universal Service Fund (USF) over a three-year
period to selected applicants to support the provision of connected care services.
The Pilot Program is a limited duration program that will provide universal service
support to help defray health care providers’ qualifying costs of providing connected
care services, with a primary focus on providing these services to low-income or veteran
patients. The Pilot Program will make available up to $100 million to be committed over
a three-year funding period and will be separate from the budgets of the existing
Universal Service Fund (USF) programs. The Pilot Program will provide funding for
selected pilot projects to cover 85% of the eligible costs of broadband connectivity,
network equipment, and information services necessary to provide connected care
services to the intended patient population. The Pilot Program will not fund end-user
devices or medical equipment.
The program application window will close on Monday, Dec. 7, 2020 at 11:59 PM ET. The
Commission will accept applications for the Pilot Program through an online application
system available on the Universal Service Administrative Company’s (USAC) website. To
apply and for more information, visit bit.ly/FCCfunds
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Medical Practice
Opportunities
Family Physician Provider Opportunity with Primary Health Medical Group
Established primary care group in Boise, Idaho is seeking a board certified/eligible family physician to work in APPOINTMENT-BASED FAMILY PRACTICE clinics
in Boise, Meridian, Nampa, Kuna or Caldwell, Idaho.
SIGNING BONUS MAY BE AVAILABLE.
OPPORTUNITY FOR PARTNERSHIP MAY BE AVAILABLE.
Hospital call for this appointment based position is 1:30 and is only phone calls.
Hospitalist coverage is provided. We have a nurse triage service that handles
most of our patient calls.
Boise/Caldwell oﬀers a complete complement of sub-specialties for physician
support and a very competitive compensation package. For more information,
contact Becky Nelson at becky.nelson@primaryhealth.com.

To place a Medical Practice Opportunities Classified Advertisement, please
contact: Amika Empey, Director of Communications at
208-344-7888 or by email amika@idmed.org.
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Calendar of Events
November 18, 2020

IMA Education Webinar:
Staying Revenue Positive - Understanding Telehealth and Virtual Services
During the Pandemic (1 CEU)
Wednesday, November 18, 2020, 12:15 – 1:15 pm (MT)

Additional information and registration forms for webinars
are available at www.idmed.org

Idaho Medical Association
Unifying and advocating for
Idaho physicians

Telephone contact: 208-344-7888
E-mail contact: amika@idmed.org

